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Dairy Shelter Flooring Guidelines: 
 

Dry timber bedding (deep litter flooring) is recommended as 

the most animal-friendly and cost effective option for dairy 

shelters. 

Dry, shredded timber provides a free-draining, aerated bedding surface that creates an induced 

vacuum and generates warmth. 

Bark, post peelings, shavings, sawdust and straw are not recommended due to the tendency to 

compress and compact, reducing absorption and drainage. 

Bonnie’s Animal Bedding is manufactured to a mix of particle sizes ranging between 50-150mm in 

length and 15-40mm in width to create an aerated, cushioned bedding surface.  Made from 

recycled, naturally air-dried timber means a clean and dry product. 

 

Dairy Shelter flooring should be installed to a minimum depth of 300mm. 

A clear roof allowing exposure to sun and UV will result in drier, longer lasting bedding material.  

Shed ventilation will also affect endurance as will density of housing.  

The minimum area required per cow when housed on woodchip or timber bedding ranges from 

3.5m2 for shorter stand off periods, up to 9m2 per cow for longer term / permanent stand off i. 

The important factor is to allow enough area per cow to ensure they achieve adequate lying time i.e. 

at least eight hours each dayii.  

Well cared for bedding material can last up to 3 years (for shelters used intensively during the winter 

months).  The top bedding layer can be removed (scraped off) between seasons, sprayed with a 

virucidal disinfectant (if required) and topped up with fresh bedding to maintain a minimum depth 

of 300mm. 

During intense stocking times loosening and aerating the bedding will assist drainage and keep the 

flooring dryer, cleaner, and more comfortable for cows to lie on. 

                                                           
i
 Minimising Muck, Maximising Money Guide, DairyNZ 2005 

ii
 Animal Welfare (Dairy Cattle) Code of Welfare 2010 


